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Green Requirements and Resources

Which Green areas are mandated or have to be included even if it isn’t in our proposed scope of 
work, and which areas do we have to use only if it is going to be in our scope of work?

The list of mandatory elements includes:
• Creation of a green development plan
• Environmental site assessment when warranted by the project
• Effi  cient energy use through pre- and post-performance testing of the rehabilitated unit
• Radon testing and mitigation when required per EPA standards
• Lead safe work practices
• Building maintenance manual
• Owner’s/occupant’s manual

In addition, the minimal property standards must be brought up to HUD’s Housing Quality 
Standards (HQS).  Other improvements to the unit or home that are made at the time of 
rehabilitation to include the replacement of equipment, systems, building components or the 
assembly of components, are required to comply with the corresponding mandatory Green 
Communities Criteria applicable to rehabilitation.  The Green Communities Criteria can be 
accessed from the CRV web page: www.mnhousing.gov/resources/apply/rfp/index.aspx

If we are doing acquisition-rehab-resale, but only applying for value gap, do we need to do the 
green requirements?

Yes.  Green requirements are in eff ect for any proposal that is funded under an acquisition-
rehabilitation-resale activity.

Are there specifi c regional areas that are more prone to radon than others?
The Environmental Protection Agency has a radon zone map which can be accessed at: www.
epa.gov/radon/zonemap.html.  All Minnesota counties are categorized as having either the 
highest radon potential or a moderate radon potential.   

If a Tribe is funded, will they be eligible for the radon mediation monies from the Minnesota 
Department of Health (MDH)?

Yes, tribes are eligible to participate in the Minnesota Department of Health’s Radon 
Demonstration Program.  MDH also off ers training on radon – see their web page for additional 
details and contact information: www.health.state.mn.us/divs/eh/indoorair/radon/index.html  

What has Minnesota Housing found is a typical cost statewide for a blower door test?
While there is a range in costs, blower door testing can be expected to cost around $200.   

Could you use CRV funds to help fund green criteria for a rental rehab so that the rental rate needed 
would remain aff ordable?

CRV funds are eligible for use for homeownership units.  Minnesota Housing’s multi-family 
division has a number of programs that provide assistance for rental units.  See the Minnesota 
Housing web site for additional details or contact information: www.mnhousing.gov

LAAND

What are the LAAND income limits?
The income limits are in the LAAND program description and are 60% of the Area Median 
Income (AMI) for the Metro Area and 80% of Area Median Income  (AMI) for Greater Minnesota.



Income Limits

I noticed in the CRV materials for GMHF, an adjusted family size income is used, however the slide presented by 
Minnesota Housing during the presentation used a maximum amount based on percentage, i.e. 60% $43,800.  How do 
these work together?

Minnesota Housing’s income requirements for the CRV program are listed here: www.mnhousing.gov/resources/
resources/limits/MHFA_4718.aspx.  Go to “Community Revitalization Fund Program” near the bottom of the page.  
Note, however, that the program Administrator sets income limits in their CRV application.  
If you layer CRV funding with GMHF resources, or other funding, the individual programs may have income limits 
that diff er from CRV.  You need to apply the procedure for the specifi c funder program considering the borrower’s 
income.  When layering funds from two diff erent funding programs be sure you have approvals from all partners 
providing subsidy, allowing you to layer funds to serve a borrower.

What was the reasoning for the lower income limit for Metro versus Greater Metro?
Minnesota Housing income limits are based on the federal government’s Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) income limits.  HUD produces updated income limits annually, usually in the spring.  
Minnesota Housing calculates income standards based on the federal guidelines.  

Secondary Financing/Aff ordability Gap

What type of agreement is needed with the non-profi t to process the aff ordability gap loans for a for-profi t 
organization?

If you are a for-profi t organization, you will need to partner with a non-profi t who has the approvals and licensing 
in place to implement CRV soft second mortgages.  An applicant should indicate the partnership within the RFP 
application.  In addition, the Administrator of our funds can name the non-profi t as a processing entity on the 
Minnesota Housing Funding Agreement contract.  This partner would then sign the contract and could draw 
down funds in order to implement the CRV soft second mortgages.

First-Mortgage Programs

Can the CASA program be used for cooperative housing programs?
A unit in a cooperative corporation or a limited equity cooperative corporation is ineligible for CASA, or other fi rst-
time homebuyer loan programs, fi nanced through Minnesota Housing.

Data Analysis

The White Earth Reservation encompasses all of Mahnomen County and portions of Clearwater and Becker County. 
Which county indicators should White Earth use or can White Earth use the 2000 Census data for similar indicators 
available in place of county data?

Because the White Earth Reservation is primarily in Mahnomen County, the Reservation can use data for 
Mahnomen County data as a proxy for the entire reservation.  Data from the 2000 Census is becoming out-of-date 
and less reliable.  If housing data is available for smaller geographies within the Reservation that encompass the 
proposed housing projects, that data would be preferable to county-wide or Reservation-wide data.

Presentation Materials
Can you send out copies of this Power Point as a reminder of the information presented to the webinar attendees?

PowerPoint materials are available on the CRV application web page at www.mnhousing.gov/resources/apply/rfp/
index.aspx near the middle of the page.

Request For Proposal Submission

Do both the emailed application with attachments and hard copies (1 original application with attachments and 2 
copies with attachments) need to be submitted to Minnesota Housing by 5:00 p.m. on September 24th? 

Both the e-mailed and hard copies must be received be Minnesota Housing by 5:00 p.m. on September 24th.
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