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HELPING PERSONS WITH HIV/AIDS
PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

The Housing Opportunities for Persons with AIDS
(HOPWA) Program was authorized through the U.S. De-
partment of Housing and Urban Development (HUD),
Housing and Community Development Act of 1992.
HOPWA funds are for persons living with HIV/AIDS and
their families. Uses of HOPWA include acquisition, reha-
bilitation, conversion, lease and repair of facilities, new
construction, project- or tenant-based rental assistance,
short-term rent, mortgage, and utility payments, suppor-
tive services, operating costs for housing, housing re-
source and information, and technical assistance.

LDOWN THE

HELPING PERSONS WITH LOW INCOMES

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

The Minnesota Legislature established the Housing Trust
Fund (HTF) in 1988 to support the capital development
needs of affordable housing for low-income persons and
families. In 2002 HTF expanded its use to provide funding
for Rental Assistance and Operating Support for Agency
developments.

PROGRAM PRIORITIES

PROGRAM PRIORITIES

In the Twin Cities metropolitan area, HOPWA provides
rental assistance to people living with HIV/AIDS and their
families through the City of Minneapolis HOPWA funds;

In Greater Minnesota, HOPWA provides short-term rent,
mortgage and utility payment assistance through Minne-
sota Housing State HOPWA funds;

Funding priorities include low-income, disabled with
HIV/AIDS, and use for rental assistance; with priority
given to renewals for ongoing programs. Funding for
existing HOPWA programs is reviewed annually and fund-
ing for new programs is based on availability.

PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY

Eligibility Criteria for Housing Participants:

At least one individual in the household must have
AIDS or a related disease (the disease of Acquired
Immune Deficiency Syndrome or HIV infection.)

Income cannot exceed 80% of the median income,
as determined by HUD, adjusted for household size.

The HTF Rental Assistance program provides funding for
private and public agencies that administer a local tenant
and/or sponsor-based rental assistance program.

The program is intended to be temporary in nature, and to
serve households whose gross incomes at the time of ini-
tial occupancy do not exceed 60% of median income, as
defined by HUD.

Priorities for funding include, but are not limited to, pro-
posals that intend to serve persons and families whose
gross incomes at the time of initial occupancy do not ex-
ceed 30% of median family income for the metro area;
and proposals that intend to serve households experienc-
ing long-term homelessness, and coordinate or provide
linkages or a plan to provide resident support services to
the extent necessary.

Funding for existing programs is reviewed annually and
funding for new programs is available annually, through
the Minnesota Housing Consolidated RFP process, based
on fund availability. For complete information on the HTF
Rental Assistance funding priorities and application proce-
dures, reference the Minnesota Housing website.

For complete information on the HOPWA program, reference the
Minnesota Housing website at: http://www.mnhousing.gov/
initiatives/housing-assistance/rental/MHFA 004599.aspx

Households seeking HOPWA rental assistance =
are referred by their HIV case manager. Minnesota
Housing

Finance Agency

Additional Program Administration information about the HTF Rental
Assistance Program is available at: http://www.mnhousing.gov/
initiatives/housing-assistance/rental/MHFA 000480.aspx

Households seeking rental assistance should contact their local HTF

program. A list of current HTF Rental Assistance Administrators is

available at:

http://www.mnhousing.gov/idc/groups/public/ =

documents/document/mhfa 006222.pdf Minnesota
Housing

Finance Agency

HELPING PERSONS WITH MENTAL ILLNESS

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

Minnesota Housing and the Department of Human Ser-
vices (DHS), Mental Health Division, have been authorized
and funded by the legislature to provide grants to Local
Housing and Mental Health Agencies to operate a rental
subsidy program for persons with serious and persistent
mental illness (SPMI) and/or for persons with a SPMI who
are also long-term homeless. The Bridges Program fos-
ters the integration of persons with SPMI into their com-
munities through a partnership of housing subsidy and
supportive services. The program bridges the gap be-
tween homelessness, treatment centers, institutional fa-
cilities and permanent affordable housing.

PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY

Eligibility Criteria for Housing Participants:
Head of household who is 18 years of age or over;

Diagnosed with a serious and persistent mental ill-
ness (SPMI) as defined in the Comprehensive Mental
Health Act;

Gross household income at or below 50% of the area
median income;

Apply for and accept, when offered, a permanent
housing subsidy such as Section 8;

Request housing assistance in a rental unit that
meets federal Section 8 Existing Housing Quality
Standards (HQS)

Additional information about the Bridges Rental Assistance http://
www.mnhousing.gov/initiatives/housing-assistance/rental/
MHFA _000479.aspx

Households seeking rental assistance who meet the criteria should

contact their local Bridges program. A list of current

Bridges Rental Assistance Administrators is avail- .
Minnesota
!floug.mg

able at: http://www.mnhousing.gov/idc/groups/
public/documents/document/mhfa 006044.pdf



http://www.mnhousing.gov/initiatives/housing-assistance/rental/MHFA_000479.aspx�
http://www.mnhousing.gov/initiatives/housing-assistance/rental/MHFA_000479.aspx�
http://www.mnhousing.gov/initiatives/housing-assistance/rental/MHFA_000479.aspx�
http://www.mnhousing.gov/initiatives/housing-assistance/rental/MHFA_000479.aspx�
http://www.mnhousing.gov/initiatives/housing-assistance/rental/MHFA_000479.aspx�
http://www.mnhousing.gov/initiatives/housing-assistance/rental/MHFA_000479.aspx�
http://www.mnhousing.gov/initiatives/housing-assistance/rental/MHFA_000479.aspx�
http://www.mnhousing.gov/initiatives/housing-assistance/rental/MHFA_000479.aspx�
http://www.mnhousing.gov/initiatives/housing-assistance/rental/MHFA_000479.aspx�
http://www.mnhousing.gov/idc/groups/public/documents/document/mhfa_006044.pdf�
http://www.mnhousing.gov/idc/groups/public/documents/document/mhfa_006044.pdf�
http://www.mnhousing.gov/idc/groups/public/documents/document/mhfa_006044.pdf�
http://www.mnhousing.gov/idc/groups/public/documents/document/mhfa_006044.pdf�
http://www.mnhousing.gov/initiatives/housing-assistance/rental/MHFA_000480.aspx�
http://www.mnhousing.gov/initiatives/housing-assistance/rental/MHFA_000480.aspx�
http://www.mnhousing.gov/initiatives/housing-assistance/rental/MHFA_000480.aspx�
http://www.mnhousing.gov/initiatives/housing-assistance/rental/MHFA_000480.aspx�
http://www.mnhousing.gov/idc/groups/public/documents/document/mhfa_006222.pdf�
http://www.mnhousing.gov/idc/groups/public/documents/document/mhfa_006222.pdf�
http://www.mnhousing.gov/idc/groups/public/documents/document/mhfa_006222.pdf�
http://www.mnhousing.gov/idc/groups/public/documents/document/mhfa_006222.pdf�
http://www.mnhousing.gov/initiatives/housing-assistance/rental/MHFA_004599.aspx�
http://www.mnhousing.gov/initiatives/housing-assistance/rental/MHFA_004599.aspx�
http://www.mnhousing.gov/initiatives/housing-assistance/rental/MHFA_004599.aspx�
http://www.mnhousing.gov/initiatives/housing-assistance/rental/MHFA_004599.aspx�

ENDING LONG-TERM HOMELESSNESS

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

It is the state’s goal to end long-term homelessness
(LTH) in Minnesota by providing housing and support
services to 4,000 households experiencing long-term
homelessness. The Minnesota Housing board estab-
lished the Ending Long-Term Homelessness Initiative
Fund (ELHIF). Funds awarded from ELHIF can be used
for rental assistance, operating subsidies, construction,
acquisition, preservation and rehabilitation of perma-
nent supportive housing.

The ELHIF funds are administered through the Housing
Trust Fund Program and follow the rules and proce-
dures as described at:
http://www.mnhousing.gov/idc/groups/public/
documents/document/mhfa 003855.pdf

ELHIF funding is available annually, through the Con-
solidated RFP process and through an open pipeline,
based on fund availability. Applicants are encouraged to
submit proposals for permanent rental housing afford-
able to the population served, where support services
are available to assist households experiencing long-
term homelessness in retaining their housing. Minne-
sota Housing encourages proposals that are cost effec-
tive and utilize all other sources of funds.

PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY

Households experiencing long-term homelessness: Means
persons including individuals, unaccompanied youth and
families with children lacking a permanent place to live
continuously for a year or more or at least four times in the
past three years. (Any period of institutionalization or in-
carceration shall be excluded when determining the length
of time a household has been homeless.)

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Additional information about the ELHIF Rental Assistance Program is
available at: http://www.mnhousing.gov/initiatives/housing-

assistance/homelessness/index.aspx

Households seeking rental assistance who meet the criteria should
contact their local HTF/ELHIF program. A list of
current Rental Assistance Administrators is

available at: http://www.mnhousing.gov/idc/ Minnesoi ta |
groups/public/documents/document/ Housing

mhfa 006222.pdf Finance Agency

MINNESOTA HOUSING
KEY CONTACT INFORMATION

WEBSITE

www.mnhousing.gov

PHONE/FAX/TDD
800-657-3769 * 651-296-8139 * 651-297-2361

ADDRESS

400 Sibley Street, Suite 300
St. Paul, MN 55101

MISSION STATEMENT
Minnesota Housing finances and advances
affordable housing opportunities for low and
moderate income Minnesotans to enhance

quality of life and foster strong communities.

OUR FOUR STRATEGIC PRIORITIES

Finance New Affordable Housing Opportunities
Preserve Existing Affordable Housing
End Long-Term Homelessness

Increase Emerging Market Homeownership

Minnesota
Housing

Finance Agency

Minnesota
Housing

Finance Agency
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